
A Year At The Top
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"A  year at th e to p "  is  th e s ta te m e n t th at 
best f its  th e sen io r h ig h  ban d . T h is  year has 

b een  o n e o f h ard  w ork  b u t a lso  o n e  o f
rew ard s.

T h e  w o rk  started  in  e arly  A u g u st at ban d  
cam p , g e ttin g  th e  a n n u a l sh o w  ready. A t th e 

en d o f th e  w eek  th ey  m ade th e ir  secon d  
ap p e ran ce  at C ed ar P o in t, e n te r ta in in g  the 

crow d . S p e n d in g  th e  n ig h t in  O h io  and 
sw im m in g  th e  n ext m o rn in g  w as a fir s t-t im e

treat.
W h e n  sch o o l b eg an , th ey  p racticed  ev ery  

d ay  d u rin g  band c la ss  and a fte r  sch o o l. T h e y  
p erfo rm ed  at each  h o m e gam e, h e lp in g  th e  

ch e erlead ers  b o o st crow d sp ir it .
In  ad d itio n , th is  year th e  b an d  had a 

ch a n ce  to  do so m e th in g  th a t it h a sn 't  d o n e  in  
at least 15  y ears: T h e y  com p eted  w ith  o th er 

ban d s fo r tro p h ie s  and p o in ts  at a m a rch in g  
ban d  in v ita tio n a l. T h e  ban d  traveled  to 

D a n sv ille , fu ll o f  h op es an d  a lo t o f  "B e a r  
B a n d " prid e. T h e y  rea lly  w orked  to g eth er and 

sh ow ed w hat th ey  cou ld  do, ev en  sh o w in g  a 
b it o f ta le n t in  m a rch in g  to  a n ew  o f f  fie ld  

cad en ce. " A x i l 'F ."  Even  w ith  all th e  ap p lau se  
th e  ban d  w as s till  n erv o u s w aitin g  fo r the 

p re se n ta tio n  o f th e  tro p h ie s . W h e n  th e  
a n n o u n ce m e n t cam e th ey  had w on  aw ard s for

b est m a rc h in g  an d  m a n e u v erin g , crow d 
ap p eal, and b est c la ss  D  b an d , m is s in g  b est 

ov era ll b y  o n e  p o in t. T h e y  cam e b a c k  fu ll o f 
prid e and  en ergy . 

O f  co u rse , as a lw ay s, th e  ban d  p erfo rm ed  
at th e C h ris tm a s  C o n ce rt an d  h elp ed  th e 

ju n io r  h ig h  ban d  w ith  th e ir  sp ecia l piece. 
W ith  h a lf  th e  year ov er, th e  band set its  goal 

on  D is tr ic t  fe s tiv a l. T h e y  played o n  a v ery  
sn o w y  w in ter day in  M a rc h  at O v id -E ls ie  

H igh  S ch o o l, re ce iv in g  s tra ig h t I 's , and 
m a k in g  it p o ss ib le  to  g o  to S ta te  F estival. 
Four w eek s la ter th ey  played at P erry  and 

receiv ed  s tra ig h t II 's . 
T h e  h ig h  sch o o l ban d  p erfo rm ed  at 

B a n n is te r , a lso , m a rch in g  w ith  O v id -E ls ie  
b an d s for o n e  o f  th e  S e sq u ice n te n n ia l 

ce le b ra tio n s . W h e n  S p r in g  C o n ce rt tim e  cam e 
arou nd , th e  ban d  gav e o n e  o f its  fin e s t 

p erfo rm a n ces . S e n io rs  D ea n n  G r o s s , T h e re sa  
Fab u s, and M is s y  C h a p m a n  sh ow ed  th e ir  

m u sica l a b ilit ie s  b y  m a ste rin g  new  
in s tru m e n ts  su ch  as th e ir  h a ir  d ry er , b len d er, 

and v acu u m  clean er. 
A  year at th e top  . . . w h at m o re  can  you 

say  ab o u t a ban d  th a t tru ly  " tu rn e d  u p " th e 
sp ir it  a t A sh le y ?

(r ir s t  row ) M is s y  C h a p m a n , D a n a  P ay n e , S te p h a n ie  M e lv in , A m y  L y tle , A n n  F ab u s, L isa  L ack er, 
D e a n n  G ro ss . (S eco n d  row ) Je n n y  M u rp h y , A n g el P in g e l, T ra c i A n d ersen , C h ey rl H ow e, C h ar 
E v an s, D ia n n a  G a rcia , A m y  A n d ersen , W illie  B y w ater, R en ee  K ir k p a tr ick  (T h ird  row ) B rian  
G av en d a , K im  M o rr is , A m y  B u rk , A m y  F ab u s, Jo d i F e lto n , S h e ila  K e ck , L y n n a  T u p ica  (F o u rth  row ) 
.'am ie  P le sk o , T o m m y  Fabu s, C h ris  S h a w , S h e rry  K ra i, C h au n d a  S h a w , K a r in  B u rlin g a m e, A n g ie  
F e lto n , T h e re sa  F ab u s, J im m y  S te lik  (F ifth  row ) Ju lie  K rem er, E rin  M a le k , A n d y D e n m a n , M a tt 
M ille r , W e s  B u rk , R o b  K ra i, M a tt C h a v o jk a , K e v in  P a lm a tie r  (T o p ) M r. W ag er. M is s in g : T ra c y  
C o o n  an d  C ara  B u rk .

O n e  o f  th e  re q u irem en ts  fo r  h ig h  sch o o l m a rc h 
in g  ban d  is to  p lay  u n til h a lf tim e  a t all h om e 
b o y s ' b a sk e tb a ll gam es. O n e  so n g  su re  to  be 
heard  is 'T u s k "  b ecau se  o f  th e v o cals  th a t can  
be added.


